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MISSION STATEMENT
CAIR-Philadelphia’s mission is to enhance understanding of Islam, protect civil rights, promote justice, and  

empower American Muslims. We believe in America’s potential to fulfill its founding ideals and that this  
struggle is maintained through active civic participation. We believe that advocacy through the American  

Muslim experience is advocacy for a better America. We believe that American Muslim life can and must be 
better, more equitable and more engaging.

VISION STATEMENT
CAIR-Philadelphia’s vision is to be a leading advocate for justice and mutual understanding. We work toward 

a future where both Muslim Americans and all communities live in peace and equity in full recognition of their 
inalienable rights and cultural diversity. 

CAIR-Philadelphia is a Charities Review Council Meets Standards® organization!

Council on American-Islamic Relations

Philadelphia Chapter

1501 Cherry Street

Philadelphia, PA 19102

P: 267-515-6710

E: info@philadelphia.cair.com | W: pa.cair.com

CAIR-PA is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt nonprofit organization. Your donations are tax-deductible and  

zakat-eligible. EIN/Tax ID: 54-2174614
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Dear CAIR-Philadelphia Family,

I am approaching a personal milestone: nearly ten years with CAIR-Philadelphia. During this time, my own 
family welcomed two children, we moved, and I have had the privilege of visiting and learning from countless 
communities across Pennsylvania and Delaware. Through all these changes, CAIR-Philadelphia has grown 
alongside the communities we serve.

Looking back at 2025, I am reminded that this was a year of rising pressure on Muslim communities, 
immigrants, students, workers, and advocates for human rights—from Palestine to Sudan, and from  
California to Pennsylvania. Yet I am equally grateful and proud to reflect on how your CAIR-Philadelphia 
team responded to a climate of growing repression and threats to civil liberties: through legal advocacy, 
Know Your Rights education, grassroots organizing, youth leadership, coalition-building, and community 
programming.

As Islamophobia continued to rise, CAIR-Philadelphia remained steadfast in ensuring that Muslim communi-
ties could exercise their civil rights without fear. This work is not always easy. But knowing that our team was 
there when our community needed us most fills my heart with gratitude.

When asked what draws him to public service, New York City Mayor Zohran Mamdani spoke about the 
opportunity to directly impact people’s lives. We share that perspective about our own work. For us, impact 
is not an abstract idea. It is something we see in the lives of the people we serve.

•	 Because of our advocacy, a student can walk away from the juvenile justice system and return to 
building their future.

•	 Because of our work, hijabi Muslims can interact with law enforcement without being forced to 
compromise their faith.

•	 Because of our work, employees know they do not have to accept discrimination or workplace harass-
ment in silence—and that we will stand with them to defend their rights.

An Unshaken 
Commitment



•	 Because of our investment in young people, Muslim youth are learning how to organize, build power, 
and advocate for themselves and their communities.

And because of our collective work, we are helping advance an agenda rooted not only in the rights of  
American Muslims, but in a shared and more just future for all.

Your support makes all of this possible.

As you read this report—whether at our Annual Banquet or later in the year—know that your support fuels a 
better today while investing in a better future.

In 2026, we are growing our team and deepening our commitment to defending your rights, developing the 
next generation of leaders, and building lasting community power.

Alhamdulillah for how far we have come—and for the work still ahead.

With gratitude and solidarity,

AHMET SELIM TEKELIOGLU, PHD
Executive Director-CAIR-PA



2025 IMPACT  
AT A GLANCE
CAIR-PHILADELPHIA

222
Legal Assistance requests

400+
Community members trained in civil rights  
and liberties

15
Clients connected with mental health 
professionals

$350,000+
Helped secure for mosque security projects

81 CITIES
Served across Pennsylvania and Delaware

$110,000
Legal settlements won for  
community members

$1.5 MILLION
Value of legal aid hours

45
Unique media stories lifting  
community voices and concerns

Legislative office meet-
ings at the state, city, and 
federal level in PA & DE

4592
Muslim participants 
at Pennsylvania 
Muslim Capitol Day

70+
Young people at the 
City Hall Youth Iftar

40+
Students at the  
Muslim Youth  
Leadership Summit

453
Philadelphia Muslim 
Communities Arts 
and Culture Festival 
participants

250+
Community 
 members at City Hall 
Taraweeh

650
Interfaith partners engaged across our programs

$908,297
Total for Assets

$341,218
Total for Assets

41 COUNTIES

Media ImpactLegal Advocacy and  
Community Protection

Civic Engagement

Youth, Culture & Interfaith

Powered by Community

37% Grants 62.5% Community Support
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Protecting Rights. Standing With Our Community. 
In 2025, CAIR-Philadelphia’s legal advocacy program responded to a sustained flow of discrimination, 
civil-rights, free-speech, education, immigration, and religious-accommodation concerns. The organization 
recorded 222 legal intakes, a slight increase over 2024. These intakes came from across the Pennsylvania and 
Delaware landscapes, from both urban and rural areas of both states. Our legal team of 2 served two states 
with dedication and resolve. 

DEFEND

Case Study: A Muslim Teenager’s Right to 
Work and Practice Her Faith 
A 16-year-old Muslim lifeguard was reportedly sent 
home from her job by the City of Philadelphia 
because of her modest religious swimwear. 
CAIR-Philadelphia called for an investigation, a 
formal apology, reinstatement, and citywide training 
on religious accommodations and anti-discrimination 
policies.

On July 9, the City apologized to the young 
woman and announced steps addressing religious 
accommodation. The case became a clear example of 
how legal advocacy can turn an individual complaint 
into institutional change. We are also proud of our 
partnership with the City’s Office of Muslim Engage-
ment through this process of seeking structural and 
long-term change. 

Case Study: Defending an Educator’s Right 
to Advocate 
CAIR-Philadelphia joined the May 2025 announce-
ment of a federal lawsuit on behalf of Philadelphia 
educator and advocate Keziah Ridgeway, alleging 
discrimination and retaliation in violation of her civil 
rights and First Amendment protections. The case 
centered on constitutionally protected advocacy on 
behalf of students and marginalized communities. 
Our work in the Philadelphia School District also 
included legal consultation with a number of educa-
tors and parents, including through training and legal 
brainstorming sessions.
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Case Study: Protecting Students in Central Pennsylvania 
In January, CAIR-Philadelphia and the Harrisburg Palestine Coalition supported the family of a Palestin-
ian-American seventh grader who reported being called a “terrorist” by a teacher at Central Dauphin School 
District. Following community advocacy and a school-board process, the teacher’s resignation was approved on 
January 28. We continued our engagement with the District together with the family and through our Muslim 
Youth Leadership Summit in Harrisburg.
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Case Study: Free Expression and the Keffiyeh 
CAIR-Philadelphia and the Lower Merion Alliance for Free Speech on Palestine challenged the reported 
treatment of a student at a Lower Merion School District graduation. The student was reportedly required to 
remove a Palestinian keffiyeh-patterned headscarf, searched, subjected to police surveillance, and prevented 
from fully participating in the ceremony. CAIR called for an apology and review of the district’s policies on 
student expression and dress. Our engagement continues in Lower Merion, including through onboarding 
interns and young leaders from the area to lead our work and to train in new forms of engagement across 
various issues. 
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Case Study: International Students Under Pressure 
In April, CAIR-Philadelphia responded to reports that more than 300 international students nationwide had 
their student visas revoked, including students at Temple University, the University of Pennsylvania, Penn 
State University, and the University of Delaware. CAIR worked with impacted students, campus groups, and 
partner legal organizations to investigate visa cancellations and provide advocacy and legal support. As a result 
we delivered presentations in State College, Newark, Delaware, Dickinson College, Drexel University, Lehigh 
University and in one-on-one consultations with international students. 
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Case Study: Immigration and Detention 
By December, our legal team reported that some of its most urgent work involved immigrant safety and 
potential airport detentions. Our legal team received calls concerning U.S. citizens, green-card holders, and 
visa holders who were detained or questioned at airports. CAIR’s Know Your Rights work helped community 
members understand their rights during travel and connected international students with immigration lawyers 
when needed. We organized a joint letter signed by 55 organizational partners and a public protest drawing 
hundreds in opposition to the arrest of Columbia University Student Mahmoud Khalil. Throughout the year, our 
office partnered with No ICE Philly, Pennsylvania Immigration Coalition, and many other partners in this work. 

Early in 2025 CAIR-Philadelphia developed multi-lingual resources for Southwest Philadelphia’s West 
African Muslim communities, delivered in multiple languages by our legal team. 
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LEGAL  
ASSISTANCE 

AND  
EDUCATION



11

CAIR-PHILADELPHIA | 2025 IMPACT REPORT

CAIR-Philadelphia 2025 Civil Rights Cases
Distribution by case type  • 186 in-scope cases
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March 17, 2025 hundreds of protesters joined us and our allies at Philadelphia City Hall condemning Trump 
administration’s targeting of Mahmoud Khalil and Palestinian activists across US campuses.

With Masjid Ar-Rahman community members after our Know Your Rights Workshop



CAIR-Philadelphia civil rights cases by month
Monthly distribution of 222 cases recorded during 2025

Locations of our civil rights and litigation Legal Cases

265 service records combined into 95 reported city names • Bubble size shows frequency
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Know Your Rights Training 
CAIR-Philadelphia expanded its Know Your Rights 
and community-education work in response to an 
increasingly complex civil-rights environment. In 
2025, we trained more than 325 community members 
in civil rights and liberties at colleges, mosques, and 
community centers across Pennsylvania.

Our training addressed practical concerns including 
travel and digital security, interactions with law 
enforcement and immigration authorities, workplace 
and student rights, and other situations in which 
community members may need to assert their 
constitutional protections.

We presented 15 unique Know Your Rights work-
shops; engaging over 450 community members

EMPOWER
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Resources for Educators and Employers 
CAIR-Philadelphia published 2025 Ramadan and Fasting guidance for educators and employers and Eid 
accommodation request templates, giving community members practical tools for requesting religious accom-
modations.

Know  
Your Rights 
Workshop 

Upper left:  Know Your Rights Workshop 
at Masjid Al-Falah, Indonesian Mosque in 

Philadelphia.

Left:   Masjid Al-Jamia on July 12, 2025.
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Building Muslim Power: On and Beyond Election Day 
Throughout 2025, CAIR-Philadelphia continued its commitment to empowering Muslim communities through 
civic engagement and advocacy at the local, state, and national levels. Community members met directly 
with elected officials, advocated for issues affecting Muslim communities, and strengthened their role in the 
democratic process.

ORGANIZE

We helped move lawmakers to support Block the Bombs 
Act through direct advocacy, community mobilization and 
lifting the public discourse to responsibly spend American 
taxpayer dollars. 

We mobilized 36 volunteer phone canvassers who  
completed 214.5 hours and reached 23,267 voters by  
phone. We also mobilized 13 volunteer door canvassers,  
who completed 1,219.5 hours and knocked on 12,414 doors.

Our work throughout the year meant that CAIR-Philadelphia continued to mobilize for voting-rights advocacy, 
immigrant-rights organizing, and coalition work around free speech and Palestinian human rights. We devel-
oped multilingual resources and identified legislative opportunities and risks for our community. Similar to our 
past work to counter legislation that would restrict freedom of speech across Pennsylvania universities, we 
made sure that impacted community members were the ones to meet with political leaders. This work was 
done in coordination with a multifaith coalition network, further bolstering the moral high ground and establish-
ing new, principled relationships. 



2025 civic engagement
TEAM IN NUMBERS

2025 civic engagement
TEAM IN NUMBERS

2025 civic engagement
TEAM IN NUMBERS
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These efforts meant we conducted 45 unique legislative office meetings at the state, city, and federal level in 
Pennsylvania and Delaware; mobilized over 150 community members into these meetings, and helped pass 
the Welcoming City Ordinance in Allentown together with our allies. These ordinances paved the way for 
our continued work in 2026 across other locations, including in Philadelphia, where similar laws passed that 
entrenched clear guidelines against local city level collaboration with ICE’s unlawful acts. 

From our meetings in Washington, D.C. to meetings at lawmakers district offices, we ensured a principled en-
gagement model. These efforts allowed us to gradually build pressure on, educate, and convey our communal 
perspective that our tax dollars should not fuel injustice at home or abroad- not in Philadelphia, not in Newark, 
not in Sudan, Palestine, Syria, or Kashmir.
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Delaware Muslim Capitol Day 
On May 22, 2025, we traveled to Dover for the second annual Delaware Muslim Capitol Day. Hosted by  
Delaware State Representative Madinah Wilson-Anton and supported by the Islamic Society of Central  
Delaware, community members advocated on issues including Islamophobia, freedom of speech, halal meals 
and food insecurity, religious accommodations, immigrant rights, and compassionate-release reform through 
Senate Bill 10.

Following meetings with legislators, participants held a press conference and were recognized during sessions 
of both the Delaware House and Senate. Students from Darul Amaanah Academy joined us once again, gaining 
firsthand experience in civic advocacy and strengthening their commitment to public service.
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Philadelphia Muslim City Hall Day 
CAIR-Philadelphia partnered with community members and Emgage Pennsylvania for Philadelphia Muslim 
City Hall Day. Participants met with City Council members and were hosted by Councilmember Curtis Jones. 
New Madina Institute students once again joined us showcasing the best of our Muslim youth advocating on 
religious accommodations, citywide Eid holiday recognition, prayer spaces, halal food, protection of Muslim 
students and educators, free speech, gun violence, and immigrant communities.



Principled Muslim  
Engagement

Principled Muslim  
Engagement

Principled Muslim  
Engagement
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Pennsylvania Muslim Capitol Day 
On October 29, 2025, 92 Muslim Pennsylvanians from Philadelphia, Harrisburg, Allentown, and surrounding 
communities gathered in Harrisburg. Participants conducted 29 legislative meetings and advocated for restor-
ing critical social-service funding, civil rights and free speech, religious accommodations and halal meals, the 
Eid Holiday Bill, nonprofit security funding, voting access, criminal justice reform, and Drivers Licenses for All.

The day also included a press conference featuring Speaker Joanna McClinton, Senators Nikil Saval and Sharif 
Street, Representatives Chris Rabb and Joe Hohenstein, student advocates, Pennsylvania Secretary of State 
Akbar Hossain, and representatives of the Governor’s administration.
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National Muslim Advocacy 
CAIR-Philadelphia promoted participation in the U.S. Council of Muslim Organizations’ 2025 National Muslim 
Advocacy Day in Washington, D.C., giving Pennsylvania and Delaware community members an opportunity to 
engage congressional offices on issues affecting Muslim communities.
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Muslim Youth Leadership Summit 
In December 2025, more than 35 students from the 
Allentown area participated in the Muslim Youth 
Leadership Summit. Workshops focused on Faith, 
Identity and Purpose in Leadership; Advocacy 101: 
How Change Happens in Schools; Power Mapping 
and Strategy Building; and Communication and 
Messaging. Joined by communications experts, 
community organizers, and our own staff, we sought 
to ensure a key component of our programs always 
focus on imagining a better future through seeking 
change in our communities today. 

Students developed advocacy campaigns they hoped 
to launch in their own schools. The summit connect-
ed faith with action and equipped young people to 
become advocates, organizers, and changemakers.

BUILD
Growing Leaders. Strengthening Community



Muslim Youth Leadership Symposium (MYLS) 2025
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Young Professionals 
CAIR-Philadelphia continued to build networks, facilitate gatherings, and a stronger connection to our 
civil rights work among young professionals. In 2025 we hosted Ramadan iftar, a field day, and a game night 
with young professionals.  Participants competed in kickball, basketball, tennis, scavenger hunts, and team 
challenges, creating opportunities for young Muslims to build relationships and community outside traditional 
networking settings.
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City Hall Taraweeh 
For the second consecutive year in 2025, Muslims from across Philadelphia gathered outside City Hall for a 
citywide Taraweeh prayer under the theme “Philly United: One Ummah Praying for Peace.” More than 250 
community members participated in the gathering, which centered on collective worship, reflection, and du’a 
for peace, justice, and healing. Partnering with the City of Philadelphia Office of Muslim Engagement, Center 
City Mosque, Philly Halal Food Festival, Philly Muslim Initiatives, and many other partners; we showcased 
the best of our ummah- with care for our local and global ummah. The prayers and unity across races, ages, 
zip-codes, and languages as always presented a scene that gave us hope and a deep appreciation for our 
community. 
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Seen, Heard, and Celebrated 
Muslim life is more than responding to injustice. In 2025, CAIR-Philadelphia created opportunities for Muslim 
communities to gather, worship, celebrate, tell their stories, and see themselves reflected in Philadelphia’s civic 
and cultural life.

On My Deen: African American Muslim Stories on Stage 
After nearly three years of collaboration with InterAct Theatre Company, the world-premiere production of 
On My Deen debuted in Philadelphia in June 2025. The project grew from listening sessions, interviews, script 
reviews, and consultation with Philadelphia’s African American Muslim community.

BELONG

Dr. Quaiser Abdullah, Director of Philadelphia Office of Muslim Engagement  speaking at the 
premiere of On My Deen on June 12, 2025.
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Ahmet Tekelioglu and Asiyah Jones with Seth Rozin, producing artistic director of InterAct  
Theater for a post-show conversation on On My Deen.
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CAIR-Philadelphia supported the project throughout its development and hosted community 
outings, including a Young Professionals night. The production offered many attendees a  
rare opportunity to see aspects of their lives, families, and community reflected on a major 
Philadelphia stage.

Ahmet Tekelioglu and Asiyah Jones with Antu Yacob, playwright for On My Deen at Interact 
Theater June 12, 2025
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Philadelphia Muslim Communities Arts & 
Culture Festival 
In November, CAIR-Philadelphia partnered with 
the Islamic Cultural Preservation & Information 
Council/New Africa Center and Muslim City Fest 
to present the Philadelphia Muslim Communities 
Arts & Culture Festival at Temple University. The 
festival celebrated the region’s Indonesian, African, 
Arab, South Asian, Black American, Palestinian, and 
other Muslim communities through music, dance, 
storytelling, art, and conversation.
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Interfaith Iftar and Movie-Screening 
CAIR-Philadelphia partnered with Masjidullah for the annual Interfaith Iftar on March 9, 2025, “Strength, 
Unity, Resilience: How Faith Can Unite in the face of Adversity Through Social Action.” People of diverse faith 
traditions gathered for reflection, fellowship, and dialogue about the challenges facing our country and the role 
of faith communities in addressing community needs. The Masjidullah, Children of Adam, Mishkan Shalom band 
once again offered insightful melodies during the event. 
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Islam’s Greatest Stories of Love: Movie-Screening 
On November 1st we hosted the Philadelphia Premiere of UPF’s new film, Islam’s Greatest Stories of Love 
at Temple University Performing Arts Center. Joined by a panel formed by Dr. Quaiser Abdullah, Rabbi Lizzi 
Horne Moses, and Reverend Matthew Arlyck, our interfaith pillar also remembered our beloved late Rabbi 
Arthur Waskow of the Shalom Center.
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Public Voice and Community Information 
CAIR-Philadelphia used press releases, action 
alerts, newsletters, social media, Know Your Rights 
resources, and public events to ensure that Muslim 
community concerns were visible in public conver-
sations.

Our 2025 press archive documents sustained public 
advocacy on education, immigration, religious 
accommodation, free expression, hate crimes, 
student rights, Gaza and Palestinian human rights, 
and civic participation. We were successful to also 
ensure our reach was picked up by the press, not 
remaining only in the social media realm. 

Community Collaborations 
CAIR-Philadelphia also supported or collaborated 
on initiatives including the Muslim Interscholastic 
Tournament (MIST) Philadelphia; National Muslim 
Voter Registration Day; immigrant-rights rallies and 
advocacy; the Muslim Girl Empowerment Event with 
the Philadelphia Office of Muslim Engagement and 
KYW Girls; and the ICE Out Campaign.

AMPLIFY AND 
PARTNER
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Our advocacy efforts led to 45 unique, 
earned-media placements in 2025, show-
casing our communal voice and elevating 
the public discourse on American Muslim 
communities across Pennsylvania and 
Delaware. In 2025 we also added over 
2000 new unique followers on our social 
media accounts, reaching collectively to 
an audience of over 700,000 individuals 
with a financial screen time/audience 
reach worth of over $2 million dollars. 
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Our Executive Director published an essay with 
the Philadelphia Citizen to underline the need for 
language access at polling sites in Philadelphia  
and beyond.

A part of this work to elevate public discourse and 
civic activism was our participation in Philadelphia 
People’s Tribunal on Genocide and War Crimes 
in Gaza, organized by Fridays at Fetterman’s. 
CAIR-Philadelphia served as the fiscal sponsor for 
the program, facilitating back-end operations. Our 

Executive Director Ahmet Tekelioglu also joined  
the Tribunal as one of the jurors. On Saturday,  
May 31, 2025, a team of human rights attorneys and 
international law experts representing the people 
of Philadelphia, PA presented the case at the 
Philadelphia People’s Tribunal that U.S. government 
officials, including Senator John Fetterman (PA) and 
other designated members of the Pennsylvania U.S. 
Congressional delegation, are guilty of complicity 
with Israel’s U.S-funded war crimes and genocide  
in Gaza.
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CAIR-Philadelphia is committed to responsible stewardship of the resources entrusted to us by  
community members, donors, foundations, and partners. Despite challenges, in 2025 we grew our  
staff numbers, services, and reach. Upholding the trust of our community is paramount at every step  
we take. 

FINANCIAL 
STEWARDSHIP
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$983,754
TOTAL INCOME TOTAL EXPENSES TOTAL INCOME

$910,982 $71,772
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Next 12 months  
projected expenses
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Thank 
You
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In the name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful  

SSaabbiirr  LLaaww  GGrroouupp        

 
AA  GGeenneerraall  PPrraaccttiiccee  LLaaww  FFiirrmm   

 
Real Estate:   

(Residential, Commercial, Foreclosure, Title, & Landlord-Tenant) 
 

Immigration:  
(Family Petitions, Citizenship, Deportation Defense) 

 
Business Law:  

(Incorporations, Partnership Agreements & Closings) 
 

Civil Litigation:  
(Personal & Business) 

 
Criminal Law 

 
WWee  ssppeeaakk  yyoouurr  llaanngguuaaggee: Arabic-Urdu-Punjabi-Bengali-Hindi-English 

For FREE Consultation please contact us at  
610-713-9000 – contact@sabirlaw.com 

Visit us: www. Sabirlaw.com  
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CAIR-PHILADELPHIA STAFF
Ahmet Selim Tekelioglu, PhD., Executive Director

Adam Alaa Attia, Esq., Legal Director
Nashwa Gewaily, Esq., Deputy Legal Director (joining Oct. 2026)

Leena Shoup, Operations and Marketing Manager
Asiyah Jones, MPH., Advocacy and Youth Projects Director

Naila Haider, Development & Strategic Communications Director
Iman Ahmad, Paralegal

Amani Aly, Accounting and Finance Director
Fareba Amani, Central PA Organizer

Ragad Ahmad, Legal Intern and Palestine Organizing Fellow
Rymaz Ahmed, Advocacy and Community Engagement Intern

CAIR-PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Osama Al-Qasem, President

Faizal Chaudhury, Vice President, Social Media Chair, Representative for Delaware
Zehra Wamiq, Secretary

Iftekhar Hussain, Treasurer
Sally Selim, Pillar Lead, Banquet

Carlin Saafir, Esq., Outreach Co-Chair
Mateen Afzal, Member
Amirah Rashid, Member

CAIR-PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER ADVISORY BOARD
●	 Salma Abdel-Azim, Communications Pillar Lead
●	 Muhammad Saad Afzal
●	 Khaled Ashraf
●	 Saad Aslam
●	 Jaala Al Haffar
●	 Sarah Baig
●	 Noor Bowman
●	 Ahmed Chaudhry
●	 Hamna Chaudhry
●	 Nevan Hamid
●	 Mariem Harraz
●	 Adab Ibrahim, Interfaith Pillar Lead
●	 Mostafa Ismaeel, Young Professionals Lead
●	 Nihad Kaiseruddin
●	 Abeer Karzoun
●	 Humna Rub, Civil Rights Pillar Lead
●	 Raheemah Shamsid-Deen Hampton

 No Board member, Executive Committee member, or Advisory Board member is compensated for their 
volunteer time for CAIR-Pennsylvania. All Board members and Executive Committee members are donors to 

CAIR-Pennsylvania. Only staff members and consultants are compensated.
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