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CAIR’S PERSISTENT AND CONSISTENT 
CONDEMNATION OF TERRORISM
(updated 12/2008)

American Muslims are frequently asked why they are “silent” on the issue of terrorism committed in the name of Islam. It is a valid question, but one that frustrates those of us who persistently and consistently condemn terrorism in all its forms.

The Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) condemns terrorism whenever it happens, wherever it happens, whoever commits it. There can be no moral, ethical or religious justification for murderous behavior.
This stance is summed up in a statement CAIR released on November 19, 2008: “As Muslims and as Americans, we will never let terrorist groups or terror leaders falsely claim to represent us or our faith. The legitimate grievances of Muslims in many areas of the world can never serve as an excuse or a justification for attacks on civilian populations….” 

All date references in this document are from publicly issued CAIR statements. This document is intended only to be illustrative, not exhaustive. 

Condemnations of Terrorism Predate 9/11 

CAIR condemned the “criminal and immoral Oklahoma City terrorist attack in the strongest possible terms. “ (4/19/2005) 

In 1999, CAIR made the following statements (12/20/1999) in the wake of the arrest of an Algerian man who was allegedly trying to smuggle bomb-making materials into the United States from Canada:
 

· “American Muslims condemn terrorism in all its forms.” 

· “….the possibility that a Muslim could be involved in such an attack in the United States …. is a cause of distress and apprehension for our community.”
· “It therefore must be clearly stated that any Muslim who plans, attempts or carries out a terrorist attack would be acting outside the boundaries of his or her faith and would be repudiated and condemned by our community.” 

· “American Muslims would urge that any such individuals be prosecuted to the full extent of the law.” 
Condemnations of Terrorism Are Supported by Positive Action 
· Sent a Delegation to Baghdad to Appeal for the Freedom of a Captured American Journalist - CAIR sent two of its senior staff to appeal for the release of kidnapped American journalist Jill Carroll (1/18/2006). 
· Condemned 9/11 Hours After the World Trade Center was attacked - On September 11th, 2001 CAIR issued a statement that read, in part: “American Muslims utterly condemn what are apparently vicious and cowardly acts of terrorism against innocent civilians.” 
· Published a Full Page Condemnation in Washington Post - The above message was published in a full page ad in the Washington Post published on September 16th. 
· Launched Online Anti-terror Petition – In 2004, CAIR’s “Not in the Name of Islam” petition declared that the terrorists are “betraying the values of the faith they claim to represent.” By August 2006 nearly 700,000 individuals and organizations had endorsed the petition. 
· Launched Anti-Terror Public Service Announcements - An ad campaign in 2003 and a Public Service Announcement (PSA) campaign launched in 2005 also projected this anti-terror message. Over 6.5 million people viewed these messages. 
· Coordinated Anti-Terror Fatwa - CAIR coordinated a fatwa, or Islamic religious ruling, against terrorism in 2005. The fatwa was issued by the Fiqh Council of North America and endorsed by more than 340 American Muslim organizations, mosques and imams. Among the statements in the fatwa are the following: 
· “Islam strictly condemns religious extremism and the use of violence against innocent lives.”
· “Targeting civilians' life and property through suicide bombings or any other method of attack is haram - or forbidden - and those who commit these barbaric acts are criminals, not martyrs.” 
· “It is haram (forbidden) for a Muslim to cooperate with any individual or group that is involved in any act of terrorism or violence.” 
· Appealed to Mosque Leaders to Send Anti-Terrorism Messages - Called on American Muslim religious leaders to dedicate their Friday sermons to “…condemn terrorism and promote peace and interfaith harmony.” (6/07/2005 and 9/27/2007)

· Supported and Applauded Constitutional Law Enforcement Efforts  - Applauded efforts by federal law enforcement to protect the safety and security of our nation. (5/08/2007) 

· Helped to Rebuild Church – CAIR raised money for the reconstruction of churches in the Holy Land following violence resulting from comments made by Pope Benedict in Regensberg, Germany (Florida Catholic Newspaper, 10/10/2006). 
CAIR’s long record of persistent and consistent condemnation of terrorism and other forms of sectarian and political violence includes (incidents other than those covered above):
Date 

CAIR Condemned…  

Date

CAIR Condemned…
1/03/1997 
Letter bombs sent to the Al-Hayat newspaper offices in D.C. 

8/07/1998 
The bombings of U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania 

8/10/1999 
Attacks on a California Jewish Center 

12/02/2001 
Terror attacks in Jerusalem and Haifa 

3/17/2002 
Terror attacks on a Pakistani church 

3/28/2002 
Terror attacks in Netanya 

3/28/2002 
Terror attacks on Jewish Passover 

7/23/2002 
Terror attacks in Gaza 

12/30/2002 
The slaying of American medical personnel in Yemen 

3/04/2003 
Terror attacks in Philippines 

5/13/2003 
Terror attacks in Riyadh 

7/05/2003 
Terror attacks on a Pakistani Mosque 

10/04/2003 
Terror attacks in Haifa 

10/15/2003 
An attack on an American diplomatic convoy in Gaza 

11/20/2003 
Terror attacks in Istanbul 

3/02/2004 
Terror attacks in Spain 

3/02/2004 
Terror attacks on Shia Muslims 

6/18/2004 
Beheadings in Iraq 

3/31/2004 
The mutilation of American civilian contractors in Iraq 

5/11/2004 
Beheadings in Iraq 

6/18/2004 
The murder of an American in Saudi Arabia 

8/01/2004 
Terror attacks on an Iraqi church 

9/07/2004 
Terror attacks in Russia 

9/21/2004 
Beheadings in Iraq 

10/08/2004 
The killing of a British hostage in Iraq 
11/17/2004 
The killing of a British-Iraqi aid worker in Iraq 

7/07/2005 
Terror attacks in Great Britain 

7/24/2005 
Terror attacks in Egypt 

8/04/2005 
Terror attacks in Shfaram 

10/30/2005 
Terror attacks in India 

11/09/2005 
Terror attacks in Jordan 

2/09/2006 
Terror attacks on Shia Muslims 

2/20/2006 
Terror attacks on a Nigerian church 

4/24/2006 
Terror attacks in Egypt 

7/11/2006 
Terror attacks in India 

7/28/2006 
Attacks on a Seattle Jewish Center

3/06/2007
A series of attacks on Iraqi pilgrims

5/25/2007 
Bombings at the Mecca Masjid in Hyderabad 

6/13/2007
Bombing of the Askariya mosque in Samarra
12/27/2007
The assassination of Benazir Bhutto

9/17/2008
A terror attack on the U.S. embassy in Yemen
11/27/2008 
Terror attacks on a number of sites in Mumbai

Conclusion

CAIR is an advocacy group and thus takes position on issues of importance to our nation. 

Sometimes such stances are unpopular, but necessary. We do not expect everyone to agree with all our positions but we, like every other American, have the right to express our views. 
CAIR’s methodology of training Muslims in the workings of media and our nation’s constitutional government as the best possible method to improve our community’s ability to contribute to society and redress grievances is the antithesis of extremism. The organization’s track record of success solidly repudiates extremist arguments that Muslims cannot get fair treatment in our nation.   
CAIR’s position is clear: any action that harms innocent civilians is reprehensible. This repeated repudiation of terrorism is prompted by the basic Islamic principle that no one has the right to take innocent life.

The unfortunate reality is that the loudest voices, smearing American Muslims and CAIR, lack any clear record of condemning similar atrocities. It is time for people of conscience to repudiate this culture of demonizing minority groups by using the worst forms of stereotype and guilt by association.

As illustrated by the positive actions listed above, CAIR recognizes that the deadly phenomenon of terrorism will not be eliminated by condemnations alone. A real end to terror will only come when the mainstream followers of all faiths and citizens of all nations work together to marginalize extremists and to build a future based on freedom and justice.

The way forward is to address the major factors that contribute to terrorism, without justifying it. Several scholarly works suggest that religion (Islam) is not the cause of terrorism. Author of Dying to Win, Robert Pape notes, “The central fact is that overwhelmingly suicide-terrorist attacks are not driven by religion as much as they are by a clear strategic objective: to compel modern democracies to withdraw military forces from the territory that the terrorists view as their homeland…. suicide terrorism is mainly a response to foreign occupation and not Islamic fundamentalism.”
� The section at the end of this document provides additional examples.  
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